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The Proposed lnc';ene in Judicial
Salaries.

We print this moraing a letter from a
well known member of the New York bar
‘in which some very sensible doubts are

suggested as to the pr}giew of the pro-

posed increase in the galary of Supréme
« Court Justices in this pity from $17,500
10 §25,000 & year. - The writer's.-views are
-gonsérvative and are expressed without
that asperity which freqdently character-
iges the discussion of such questions.

We agree with our corfespondent that
fhe present salary of $17,500 is adequate
and ought not to be increased.  °

This compensation is the equivalent of
that paid to our Ambassadprs of the first
class, and higher, we belisve, than that
paid to any other public officers in this
country except the President. It is cer-
tainly quite sufficlent in amount to enable
the recipient to live in comfort and in an
abode and with surroundings suitable to
his official station, even when the ex-

. penses of living are as high as-they..are
at present. It should be :
that the Judges of the higheripouris are
_relieved from all expenditures ¢n account
of office rent, clerk hire and the purchase
of books—three items which represent

& very considerable aggregate in the |!

annual expenses of a practising lawyer.

]

which furnish strong argunientd in faver

+ of the sufficiency of the present salary.

The term of a Supreme Court Justice is
& long one—fourteen years—and a good
Judge in these days is almost certain
of' reelection. Thus a Judge enjoys a
length and certainty of tepupe which
‘should be regarded as an offght to the
possibility of acquiring a largét profes-
glonal income if he had remained 'in
practice. Then again the honor of hold-
ing such an office which always comes
10 one who discharges these duties faith-
fally and well ought in itself to be
. deemed no inconsiderable reward for
_ the diminution of income which may be
involved in some cases by the acceptance
" of a place upon the bench.
~ W are well aware that a Justice of
the Supreme Ceurt who diligently’ per-
* forms the duties of his office in this ity
must work hard; but looking at the qyes-
tion fairly and from all gides we are mot
impressed with the strength of the argu-
ments which have been put forward in
favor of an increase in the compensation
of these officers.

No Preferential Tariff for the British
) Colonies.

it is settled that during at least the
term of the Bannerman Government the
demand for discrimination®n favor of
colonial products in the markets of the
United Kingdom madé on behalf of the
jan Commonwealth, New Zea-

land, Cape Colony and Natal concurring,
It was evident,
indeed, from the speech made on May 2
i the imperial conference by Mr. H, H.
AsQurrH, 'Chancelior of the Exchequer,
that no such concession would have been

. yielded even if all the Colonial Premjers

tative of British India
As a matter
of fact, Mr. DEAKIN, the Australian Pre-
“ mier, did not receive much if any sup-
port from 8ir WILFRID LAURIER, and he
met with oper! opposition from! the Pre-
mier of the Transvaal and the spokesman
‘of the Calcutta Government. '
. Mpr. AsQUITH pointed out that the con-
. otssion of tariff preferences to colonial
products would sinvolve the imposition
of protective duties on similar commodi-
ties coming from foreign countries, and
consequently an abjuration of the prin-
ciple of free trade, which had been reas-
serted with emphasis at the last general
‘slection in thp United Kingdom. The
colonies were, of course, at liberty, he
‘added, to advocatea preferential tariff
as caloulated signally to promote their
Interests, but his Majesty’'s Government
held free trade to Be of vital moment
to the United and could not
undectake even in & tentative way todo
‘anything likely to un that policy.
What seems to have been overlooked by
was pafent fo
at to levy pro-
how small, on

~and the re

‘food staples imported from the United

Htawes would inevitably provoke a retal-

= jation, of which British ' manufecturers

*  .and operatives would be the viotims,

' eral Boraa, Premier of

by Gena-
e Transvaal,
who said that he did not want a prefer-
L el o 55 ;.'A » . i ﬂl.
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ooleny to remain at libery to levy in-

A similar position was

(' creased duties upon Brith goods as

e
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well as upon imports frome other coun-
tries. This the Transvaal ¥ould not be

¢ abla to do if it accepted

in its favor from the United | ;
the line followed by Bir ROBERT
Premier of Newfoundland, the
reports are conflicting, oné felegram
averring that he agreed with General
BotHA, :ﬁﬁ- another says that he ex-
pressed ngness to_coope in the
polioy of preference already mud in
Canada with regard to im from
Great Britain, Sir WiLrRID Lavnier
~ kes shown no disposition to from
the parent Btats a guid pro ¢ubin kind

of preference, but put forward $he sug.
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Phetween England and Canada and be-

Mhore are two other considerations j,

e s

He especially recommended lines
tween Canada and yAustralasia. This
proposal the Britigh' Government, it‘is
 understood, will consider seriously.

'’ What then has the conference of Colo-
nial Premiers accomplished? Ithasdone
“but little or nothing to further the adop-
tion of what Mp; CHAMBERLAIN has pro-|
claimed the only method of binding the
 gelf-governing colonies to the Empire,
It has not even sanctioned the creation
of an Imperial Council, such as the Bal-
‘Tour Government. planned, for the project
was earnestly resisted by Sir Wrurrin
i LAURIER on the ground that resolutions
might be passed in such a body which
might ocause trouble in Canada. It
has, howeévéer, been agréed that the
‘sonference of Colonial Premiers shall
hereafter be called “Imperial” instead
of “Colonial”; that it shall meet once in
four years, and that a secretarial staff
shall be formed under the direction of
the British Secretary for the Colonies,
for the purposd of obtaining information
for the use of succeeding conferences,
carrying out resolutions and conducting
correspondence on matters relating to
colonial interests. An agreement has
also been reached to create a stafl se-
lected from the forges of the Empire
as a whole to prepare schemes of con-
certed defence on a common principle
and tender advice as to the organization
and training of the military resources of
the colonies, though the acceptance or
rejection of guch advice will, of course, be
left to the Cdlonial Governments.

These are undoubtedly steps, even if

short and ineffective steps, toward the
ultimate gooperation nf the several sec-
tions of the Xmpire, and they indicate
a readiness to go somewhat further than
the conference of 1902 seemed disposed
to go. Nor is there any doubt that the
ireception_of the Colonial Premiers has
been much more enthusiastic than it was
five years ago, ot that far greater interest
|is now %W theBritish publioincolo-
nial affairs. So far then as the unity of
.the Empire depends u séntimept it
thas been strengthened, though ‘the ve-
imenting of it by the tie of interest which
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN deemed indispensable
scems as far off as ever,

i -

Beef."l;):_ll“\"oq nd Last Year.

A yedir age the chuntry was wallowing
in the' unsavory scandals of Packing-
town; now few of us ever think of the
place, We eat the meat that is set be-
fore us, forgetting that only a few short
months ago we were indulging in many
noisy words about both the price and the
purity of our beef supply. )

In the May number of The World To-
‘day Professor SHATLER MATHEWS, its
editor, reports his t investigation
of present conditions in the packing
houses. Accompanied by Professor
JORDAN, a bacteriologist and sanitary
expert, and Professor HEKTOEN, a well
known pathologist, Professor MATHEWS
spent about eight days in his investiga-
tion. He states that he “saw every stage
of the packing process and visited the
mostimportant departiments repeatedly.”
He covered all the leading packing
plants and some of the less prominent.
The representatives of the packers gave
him a welcome and free access to all
parts of their establishments, and the
Government inspectors gave him all
possible assistance. He says: “No one
of them has ever evaded a question or
hesitated to show me a room or an object
1 have asked to see.” We may there-
fore accept without hesitation the ver-
diot rendered. \

Professor'’ MATHEWS described the
stock yards and follows the mechanical
processes of beef packing from car to
can. At its hest it is no dainty business,
and this writer does not hesitate to show
his readers as much as is necessary of its
objectionable features. This furnishes
a background upon which is thrown the
picture of the effort to keep all processes
as clean as ible. The Government
inspection he finds to be “genuine and
efficient.” The pens, which “are really
barnyards,” aré “as clean as the use to
which they are'subjected will permit,*
The killing beds are cleaned constantly
while the killing on, and are thor-
oughly washed at night with hot water
gent at high pressure through a three
inch hose. The 4rucks on which the
freshly killed meat is carried are im-
mersed in boiling lye or thoroughly
rinsed with scalding water, and the work
tables are scalded, ‘scraped and salted.

A similar attention is paid to all rooms
and applisnces in 8ll the different de-
partments, = Proper sanitary apparatus
has been put in washrooms and toilet
rooms, ventilation has been improved,
and rigid rules are enforoed im regard
to the personal cleanliness of the work
people and the cleanliness of their gar-
ments. In one concern manicures are
employed, who give regular attention to
the hands of all women and girls engaged
in Packing meat by hand. While con-
‘ditions in these places are not entirely
ideal, it is open to doubt if a huge pack-
ing plant can ever be made altogether
immaculate. Professor MATHEWE'S re-

conviction that they are not with each
mouthful risking & horrible death.

" The polut apen to special priticism is
hat I Gidei W do whai vugni wo be done
under the police power of a city, a county
or a Btate it has been deemed pecessary
to invoke the national authority and to
spend $3,000,000 annually to insure the
wholesomenesas of qur food.

Discipline on the hlho-\a.

At the last session of Congress an ap-
propriation of $50,000 was made toenable
the Interstate Commerce Commission to
experiment with the automatic stop, &
devios which sets the brakes on & train
that has passed a danger signal. Theo-
retically the block system should pre-
vent acoidents, but frequently it fails
because signalmen misunderstand tele-

ic orders,cor the operator blunders
or the engineer runs into the next

as far as he dares,

e, deal Dot 4nd dows no
wla

Bulomatic top .was
i i R ol B g

it may be doubtéd wh railroad men
are willing to trust the automatio stop in
the open counhtry, where its installation
is sometimes dificult and ice and snow
interfere with its operation. They prefer
the block’system, which, by the way, is
not o much the rule as the exception
on American railroads: according to's
recent report of the Interstate Commerye
Commission this system was not t> be
found on four-fifths of the mileage of the
country. 3
We gather from a painstaking article
by Professor FRANKR HalcH DixoN of
Dartmouth on railroad accidents in
the Atlantic Monthly for May that if
every mile of road in the United States
were equipped with the excellent block
system and every road were double
tracked there would still be cause to
fear disastrous accideuts, and many of
them. What, then, is the trouble with
Jailroad conditions? During the year
ended June 30, 1008, 977 persons were
killed and 12,086 were injured as the
result of collisions and dérallments, Ex«
amining later reports Professor DixoN,
whose research and conclusions show
him to be thorough and conservative,
estimates that the total of killed and
injured for 1007 “will far exceed that for
1908," in spite of the increase of appli-
ances to save life. Professor DIXoOX
doubts whether the automatic stop is
practicable. He believes that what is
called “the human equation” must still be
and may always be the great problem.
To those who follow his elaborate discus-
sion of protective devices and the use of
them he says that one conclusion must
be evident: * ;
' *The fundamental weakness of American raM-
roading from the standpoint of safety 1s the wide-
spread and almost universal lack of discipline.”

Professor D1xoN says that this problem
is trying the souls o many o’ the best
railroad managers. Who,is to blame for
lax methods and ingubordination? Why
is the stock phrase “the human egqua-
{tion” so often thrust to the front after a
terrible rallroad accident? Two organ-
izations operate every railroad, the or-
ganized official staff responsible to the
law and the public, and the organized
employees responsible to neither. Pa-
trons of a railroad may be at the mercy
of both these operating bodies. The
;organized official stafl is certainly at the
mercy of the organized employees in an
emergency unless the management has
a genius for discipline. It must be ad-
mitted that to please a public which
demands prompt and rapid service and
to accommodate shippers there is a dis-
position on the part of some manage-
ments to expeot trainmen to make up
time lost by delays and use their judg-
ment about taking risks. On the other
hand, the enforcement of discipline among
incompetents and laggards is difficult
when organizations of the employees are
constantly demanding reinstatements and
protesting against penalties in the case of
popular members,

The responsibility for lack of discipline
must in the last analysis be placed upon
the management. Professor Drxoxn is
updoubtedly right when he says that the
pretext of interference by the unions will
not long be permitted “to stand in the
way of a discipline adequate to guard the
public safety.” The th should be
recognized that until the management of
a railroad allows neither time schedules
nor the demands of shippers to swerve
it from the line of safety the unions will
have a secret hold upon the organized
operating staff and will not be slow to
turn it to their advantage. Here and
there is a railroad which has few or no
disasters to report—the Chicago, St.
Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha is one of
them—and it will generally be found
that the management on that railpoad is
not afraid of the unions because it has
no cause to cajole them.

Committees of the Reichstag that are
junketing in one or another of the colonies
seem to be having a good time. Now and
then they pick up an idea or & bit of infor-
mation that makes even the tropical tem-
perature bearable.

When the committee sent to the West
African colonies landed at Cameroons they
saw soores of black women in the market
place, their frujts, baskets and other wares
spread around them, and a baby on nearly
every baock, goundly sleeping in the hot
sun, with its little nose buried in its moth-
er's flesh. Trade competition often in-
duced the women to hop around at a lively
rate to secure & oustomer and the heads
of the sleeping babies bobbed to and fro,
their noges getting the brunt of the collisions
with the maternal back.

The committee advances the theory that
this incident may explain the flatness of
nose in the negro race. That feature has
been subjected for ages to this shaping
process and finally a racial tendemcy to
nasal flatness was doubtless established.

A discovery made by the committee to
German East Africa is also interesting.
The most im t settlement among the
Usambara Mountains was formerly known
as Wilhelmsrode, The natives had some
difffoulty in pronouncing the name. The
sound of it, however, suggested two Eng-
lish words with which visitors to the coast
were familiar and which recalled pleasant
memories to some of them. The words
were “whiskey soda,” and the name, though
not the bevérage, was immediately trans-
ferred to the interior. The blacks, far and
wide around the German town, the present
terminus of the Tanga railroad, know it
by no other name than Whiskey Soda. The
Germans regard this substitution as in bad
taste and even libellous and have changed
the town’s name to Wilhelmstal in the hope
thes with advancing civilization the use
of whiskay snda for gansranhics! nurnosss
will cease.
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O-I‘lo Repreach for « Famous Man,

To TEE EDITOR OF TRE SUN-Sir: Far be it
from me, an obscure leacher 18 a poor Hitle private
kindergarien (a poor thing, but mine own), to dis-
turb the all too beautiful-for-earth periods of Mr.
Hamilton Wright Mable, as reported in your
columns of this morning: but when one comes
down 1o ehrth & bit, one finds that Froebel's dis-
covery was that the curfosity of the chlld—his

lnes of Nr. Mabie could state this
terrestrial spoech.
New Yomx., May 4

Education of & Greek Athlete,
Achilles bad just been made Invuloershle ssve
for his heel.
“S0 he can umpire & Dall gamb,” explained his

pegent. : P LA
Wew were many whe ¢piied H be
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It Sheuld Be Ethical, Net Koovonis,

Preuperity Is to R Slalntamed.
To Tum EpiToR or Tur SuX—Sir:

relations bétween the public and Lhe

porations have sssumed suoh &n inimicel

phase that the (ime has come for séeking

& modvs viveridi if the presperity of the
ecountry is te be measurably maljntained.

t
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It iosam old saying in the Far West that it in’

easler to set a prgirie on than to stop it.
For the firet time in our national history

that lurid condition s now reflected in the |

economic warfare that is being waged within
pur awn borders, -

This aépect of the corporation problém
did not prevail at the beginning of the present
campaign. In He orl it was purely an
ethical yuestion, - It aroused the moral
sense of the community on the subject of
,rebates, and: (he injustice of preferences
{among shippers appeaied with force to theé
community and with polgnancv to most
of the shippers, The progress of the cam-
palgn has shed light upon the internal ad-

of some of our largest rallroad
companies, and it must be admitted that the
scenes digclosed have an aspect as predatory
as that of the cave sought by Ali Baba.

The revulsion produced by the public
examinations into these moral oconditions
has led to the search for remedies that seemed
prompt and effective, without much pegard
to their logical or practical application.
Each disolosure of fiduciary wrong is followed
by sumptuary laws bearing on the properties
already despolled, as if the ancient notion
of the deodands still prevalled. But the
American mind Is too practical .to endure
these eonditions, The (ransportation sys-
tem enters, too largely into every chanunel
of business and range of vdlues to be con-
verted imto & commercial pariab without
injuring the whole business fabric.

Making due allowance for these eccentrio
pbases, it must still be evident thas the present
Agitation will preduce permanent effects
upon our corporate affairs.  The great mass
of business condueted by public companies
will be subjected to néw powers and influ-
ences. T must- pass in great measure
from purely' personal to efficlal control. In
order that such changes may be beneficial,
it is my contention that they should be de-
veloped elong the same lnes upon which the
present agitation originated. On the ethical
side of raifiroad mManagement legislation can-
not be too stringent, but on economic matters
involved in transpartation formal enactments
should be kept riearthe minimum. Domina-
tion, not administration, is the ideal relation
between the State and its bodies politie.

The recollection of a fow familiar incidents
In the history of American corporations will
fiiustrate this position. The people of this
republic refused about seventy-five years ago
to permit their public officials to engage in
the building of railroads. On the contrary,
they deliberately addpted the system of
seeking private moneys for that purposé.
The primary condition of this system of con-
struction was the vesting of the ownership
and title of the properties in the areanize-
tions of men who contributed the funds.
The accompanying elemenit in this appeal
for individual resources was the recognition
that the right to private profits lay at the
foundation of suoch investments. Where it
was intended to limit those profits, provisions
were inserted in the legislation that when
dividends reached specified percentages the
tolls should be reduced accordingly.

But there was a conoomitant of this owner-
ship which greatly lessened its value and
which is peculiar to this country. The rail-
roads could, with few exceptions, be'duplicates
at any moment by other adventurers. Under
our system of general rallroad laws another
line of track might be laid alongside of any
oxisting rail. The Government iteelf might
duplicate existing lines, as the United States
did in substance by aiding roads parallel to
the Union Pacific. Inshort, the fundamental
principle of the American railroad system
was free trade in construction and operation.
This open door to enterprise was deemed the
appropriste safeguard for the public. Under
this régime the Btate Constitutions protected
rallroad property by the requirement of due
process, and for many years no publicist was
inspired with the idea that rates oould be
prescribed in respect $o property representing
private investments subject to the risk of
duplication. Much has been said in this
conneoction about the exercise of rate making
powers by European railroad commissions,
but It is forgotten that the fee of European
lines is protected by the requirement of par-
liamentary permission to build a new railroad,
and that such permiasion is not given when
the pew enterprise is to be established within
a4 radius which may injuriously affect the
existing line, The genius of the Amerjcan
people would not admit of such restriction.
It preferred to rely upon the broad prineiple
of competition. Thereupon, accepting such
faculties, the savings of the nation have been
applied to the bullding of more than two hua-
dred thousand miles of track,

Under this system of the unlimited private
control of railroads much evil has crept into
their administration. With this great mass
of material resources in individual hands, it is
not remarkable that everything has not been
conducted in a rectilinear manner, Indeed,
considering the opportunities of the business,
the Warren Hastingses of our railroads may
wonder at their own moderation. However,
the trespasses in the shape o6f rebates and
overissues of securities reached such an
aocute stage that the national Government
initiated the enforcement of the Federal
commercial powers. That such enforcement
has been beneficial upon certain lines is gen-
erally conceded, and it is well worth while
to assess some of the advantages that the
country has derived from President Roose-
velt's policy.

The foremost integer to place to the credit
of this national policy is the enhanced respect
for the law of the land. This is the most
valuable asset which our Government has
aoquired for many a long year. It is par-
ticularly valuable as an object lesson for the
1,000,000 immigrants annually landing on our
shofes. Considering the charges made against
us nationally in this particular, whether justly
or unjustly, the vindication of the impartiality
of our law is most opportune. Not slncé the
famous Prince was arraigned before 8ir John
Gascoigne have Anglo-Saxon communities
been so much impressed with the equanimity
which our tribunale evince toward persons
or personalities. As a corollary to this vindi-
cation of the supréme law, it is evident that
individuals will not hereafter so easily manipu-
late public franchises. From the point of
view of the stability and illustration of demo-
cratic government, the bullders of some of
our recent Federal statutes wrought better
than they knew, and our President could upon
this plane “rest and be thankful. ”

Another great result is the establishment
of the prineciple of the full publicity of cor-
porate affairs. The transactions of com-
panies and the dealings with their franchises
and securities can no longer be conducted
in the dark. It is incredible that legisiation
on this line has been so halting, not to say
Ilscking. The repotts made to the oficials
at the State capitale have been nearly of &
perfunctory character. If the requirements
in this respect of the Interstate Commerce
Commission be continuous and ocompre-
hensive it will demonstrate its own useful.
ness. A body of that character may utilize
two methods of ascertalning and blazoning
the affairs of public companies. We have
lately witnessed its oral powers in this re.
spect, buc in view of the numeérous properties
invelved such resource is appliosble only in &
few important instances,

As an adjunct to the power of pubdlic ex-
amination of railroad officlals the require-
ment of & standard of acoounts by corpora-
tions will be a prolifie source of benefit to
the public as an investor and to the Govern-
ment 64 & tax assessor, The writer remem.
bers hearing the Nestor of the New York
bar, Charles F. Bouthmayd, state at & meet-
ing of bondholders held many years ago
that “railroad accounts were a bssuty and
& mystery past finding out.” Conditions in
this respect have not much improved ginoe
that time. That ocoupants of publie fran.
chises are delinquent In so primitive a
duty has contributed not & little to their
own detriment. The new pystem b intended
to require the showing of aii essential ele.
ments that indicats the real finpncisl con-
dition of the . theae state-
Penih are 4o by Ip @ plmple form
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also be placed to the oredit of the Adminis-
tration. The execution of the anti-trust law
bas been frequently charged with bd?o s
practical failure. 1t is alleged that the

trol of the properties involved in the North

" W

mbinations of perallel roads generally
involve large additions to the smounts of
securities. The holding company
is capitalized at & much greater sum than the
total of the stooks of the companies holden.
This fector is & powerful inapcial iInducement
for\ such combinations, in gddition to the
of bHusiness ent. But In
the face of the policy of the Administration,
this branch of -the capita'izers' occupation
is gone, and a potent inducement is thus
subtracted from the system of combinations,
If the concrete results remaln the same in
some instances of dissolved combinations,
it may be that the stooks acquired in further-
ance of such schemes cannot be easily dis-
posed of, leaving an informa! combination
stfll subsisting. But this remaining status
i still subject to the drastic action of the
Executive, if it were intended to proceed in
such a wspirit against combinations made
before the law had been interpreted.

In the case of exceptional corporate re-
sources, such as exist with the Union Pacifio
and its aliled lines, the alleged Infringement
of the Sherman law msy mot necessitate the
formation of & holding company to represent
specifically the combination of properties.
But the Sherman law is comprehensive
esough In denouncing any form of eom-
binstion, and the ceurtsa may adept their
decrees. to the rullification of any phase of
control of competing lines. Therefore a
oorporation may be directed to sell treasury

Congressional legislation, whether that legis-
iation be ecopomically seund or not, is merely
a question of the grester or lesser severity
in the exercise of the Executive power, But
the main result sought is now essured. As
profitable stock cannot be based
upon such prejects they have virtually ceased.
In principle and practice the President's
employment of administrative power In this
direction should be deemed a sucoess.

The above achievements are eertainly
not lconoclastic and are generally regarded
as conservative. Either from a legal or a
popular aspect they apply more particularly
to the faithful administration of corporate
affairs. But at this poiot we reach the part-.
ing of the ways. After more than ball a
century of the surrender of rallroads to pri-
vate absolutism it Is proposed to pass to the
opposile extreme, to treat them as if they
were departinents of the Government. The
national rate bill is being followed by Btate
statutes prescribing specific tolls. The con:
stitutionality of the Fedéral act hes not yet
been tested, and the economic soundness of
the State statutes will soon find thelr level
in reduced accommodation to the public.
They are now referred to as illustrations of
the passing of the boundary between the
ethical and the economio territories of legis-
lation upon corporate affairs.

Conceding that the relations of the rail-
roads (6 the public are to become a more
prominent element in our,business life, what
is the line of lugical demarcation of their
respective attributes? Bhould not the Gov-
ernment control what emanates from jt—
should not the corporate powers which it
grants or withholds be subject to its super-
vision? The necessary affirmative reply to
this inquiry Invoives the right of the public
authorities to sit in judgment upon each and
every new exercise of a corporate franchise.
The principal acts performed by bodies politic,
after the construction of their works, consist
in the issues of new securities. Whether they
be mortgage bonds, or Inocreases of stock,
the previous authority of the legislative
bodies is requisite. Whether the object
sought be consolidation or merger or any
other form of corporate tramsmutstion, it
Involves the exercise of a broad and definite
power derived from the public. In the course
of our financial history it has been found that
the general provisions in legislative form,
bearing on these constituent or quasi-con-
stituent actions, are insufficient for the public
protection. Primarily the imvesting publio
has been the principal sufferer from this legal
insufficiency. To the extent to which over-
issues may enter futo the computatiop of
rates, said to be 20 per cent., the shippers and
consumers have been the sufferers.

The new era of governmental domination
is apparently to assert an administrative con-
trol over corporate issuesa—eo that in esoh
instance their propriety may be ascertained
in a semi-judicial method before they are
allowed to permeate the savings bank vaults,
or the insurance reserves, or Individual in-
vestments, This {s & form of financlal police
to which the publio is entitled—to be pro-
tected against the abuse of weapons which
it has itself moulded.

It is unnecessary to attempt to specify in
detail the action which commissions should
exercise over this subjeot matter. Their
powers should be commensurate with the
statutory powers of corporations in reference
to all corporate acts, as distinguished from
mere administrative functions., It is true
that many of the States have already legis-
lated along these lines, but the interested
parties have generally managed to originate
some form of corporate gotion which was not
covered by the enactments. With broad and
general powers conferred on these commis-
sioners, and with their personnel properly
oonstituted, only healthy results should fol-
low from this control,

It is a curious feature of the contemporary
attacks on corporations that down to the
present time the parties most affected by
their arraignment seem to be the bondholders
and stockholders. Therefore the investing
publie of the future should welcome the
check which public commissions may place
upon inordinate issues of paper. In this way
and by these beneficent methods of control,
the campaign may prooeed alomg true con-'|
servative lines and the capitsl needed for the
transportation pur of eighty-five mil.
lions of industrial
to seek an assured haven.

These considerations are so palpable that
they have already been peroeived by mady
impartial observers. Unfortunstely the fleld

the subject matter, as distributed between
the Pedernl and State Governments,

of attempting to demonetize them by meas.
ures tending to affect their revenues in the
bands of bona fide holders.

The Btates being vested with the primary
:owu over the that
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ample police power over
their franchises without attempting the
practical conduct of thelr business will reap

rallroads in chis country Is no longer tory.
Money normally seeking investment is too
'y f o ed increase
‘ the other
hand publio conditions preclude the résping
of the unearned incrément. The combination
of all elements invol ved has converted
enterprises into undertakings. Mean-
while, whether rightly or wrongly.the country
has acquired the econviction that It is op-
pressed economically in order to pay tribute
for fictitious representatives of value, The
removal of this impression will be the first
artiole of pacification. i
To this end all organizations inveived
should accept the inevitable and unite in
urging the prompt pessige of measures
establishing gendine and . potent raliread
commissions, The personsl régime over
public utilities i doomed, and further con-
tention to retain it merely prolongs un-
settled conditions. When the principle be-
comes embodied in leglslative form—that
all corporate lssues of bonds and stocks
must be made in the light of day—a finality
of antagonism may be near at hand. But
these inspecting and semi-indorsing powers
of * State commissions must emerge with
all their amplitude, They must not be fol-
lowed by some kind of flatation which does
not legally requirg snd has not received
the commission’s stamp, Bhould seourities
that pass the legitimate ordeal be any less
aceeptable to corporate or individual in-
vestors? On the contrary, money properly
employed should cost less when obtained
under such suspives, and the great improve-
ments which the ol:I::rr MMMMd of
being retarded, wou ex »
Under this protocol the professional poli-
tician would be left vm:m er:loymootmlln
line of anti-rallroading. every im-
?:mm corporate act would be sified by
public. authorities at its inception, their &p-
proval would constitute moral as well as
Jegal eanction. 1f corporations were not
taken out of politios, they would at least be
reduced to a minimum element.
EpwARD L. ANDREWS.

New Yonrx, May 4.

THE SALARIES OF OUR JUDGES.

A Lawyer Who Thinks 617,500 Encugh in
the First and Second Departiments.

To Tue EDIToR o¥ 'l;:l :t;:;ﬂi:‘ ."r‘h.c-

roposition to inerease the es
rlou of the Supreme Court in the First and
SBeoond Departments from $17,600 to $28,000
a year, with an increased expense to the tax-
payers of several hundred thousand dollars
a year, is & question for very serious con-
sideration. The writer doubts if such pro-
posed increase meets with the approval of
the bar of New York and Kings, who noces-
sarily hiave the best expert knowledge of the
matter involved.

In the first pifice, there is in many quarters
& mistaken ides of the qualities required of
& Bupreme Court Justice.

There are ‘at the New York and Kings
county bar to-day between tem and fifteén
thousand lawyers, with the mumber oon-
stantly increasing, and there are without
question thousands of those practising law-
yvers who could perform the duties of a Su-
preme Court Justice as well as the present
holders of those places.

Fair ability, a kind heart, almost infinite
patience and a mind free from prejudice are
the qualities which go to make up an ideal
Judge, and these qualities sufficiently devel-
oped can be found in at least one in every ten
of the practitioners to-day at the New York
bar.

The layman who reads an epinion of the
Appellate Court may wonder at the learning
of the Judge who wrote it, but it is only fair
to say that such opinion has been written
after & reading of the briefs of counsel on
either side, who have placed before the Court
all of the authorities besring on the question
under and a discussion of the
facts which are contained im the printed
record, and generally speaking the work of
counsel on either side in preparing his brief
and argument is harder than that of the
Judge who writes the opinion.

The lawyers at the New York bar who earn
$17,500 & vear net, that is, above all expenses
such as office, clerk hire, books, supplies, &o.
are extremely few, meaning, of course, those
lawyers who present the vast bulk of ques-
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Comparative Religlion.

To TRR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: In the Literary
Digest for May 4 there Is an article setting forth in
parsliel columns the colncldences of phllosephy
and expression In & book of Dr. Charies Glibers
Davis, called the “Phliosophy of Life,” andl the so-
called now theology of the Rev. R. J. Campbell
of Great Brisaln, sttributing these colncidences to
mental telepathy, ~

A simpler and more convinciag reason for these
correspondences, I my opinion, is the proba-
bllity that both Dr. Davis and the Rev. Mr. Camp-

avenue, the most besuilful promensde and drive-
way In that sectlon.

Hint te & Priend of Numanity,
From (s Saturday Roview.
It Mr. Carnegle would give himsel! a fow
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8 Great Reservolr
) 5 the Passalo Velipy.

Onaxgs, N. :'." May lm C.BVer.
meule, consul engineer tate
Geologioal Survey, sddréesed the New Eng.
Booiety of last night on the
Control of » Water Supply,” in which

LA

umed in Greater New York in
be estimated at 484,000,000 gallons
y and the is increasing
20,000,000 gallons oach year. I estimatethe
total cost of water works in Greater New
York at the present time to besubstantially
$135,000,000, and the extensions now under
oonstruction intemded to bring water from
the Catskills aro estimated to ocost $160,-
000,000, which at once makes the total in-
vestment of Greater New York in water
works $208,000,000, In addition to this an
expenditure of several millions of dollars
is required each year for extending and
in the streets, ::Jnu{ininlg
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AN EXPRESS RATE REDUCED,

The U. 8. Express Oo. Boubled the Rate on
Cut Flowers Frem New Jersey.
WasuiNoTon, May &.—The Interstate
Commerce Commission has rendered its
first opinion in a case invelving the reason-
ableness of an express rate. The case was
brought by the SBoclety of American Florists,
whiob claimed that the rate charged by
the United States Express Company for
shipment of cut flowers from New

to New Yark was unreason-

town, Pa., to New York city, and from
Philadelphia, Hillside and Dorrancetown,
Pa., a 90 cent rate, The order also directs

a reduction in rates on empty flower boxes
from New York city ¢, the points named to
the merchandise rate of 50 cents per 100

WasHiNngToN, May 6.—~In accordance
with recommendations in a report made by
James Pronson Reynolds upon the housing
of the poor of the Distriot of Columbia,
President Roosevelt has designated fifteen
men and women as members of “The Presi-
dent's Homes Commission,” who will make
suggestions for sanitery reforms in dwell-
ings in the title of the b%?y

L

Distriot.
was the thought of Mr. Reynolds,
are

secretary o
re. Arnold H Jamen
%okb.s.w.Wo:awu'd.Jo!mB.Mn
. C; P Emmett L. Adam, P. J
Brennan and F. Downey.
In _his Jotter to each of those designated
the t says that “it seems to me

Prosiden
that this commission has before it a large
ﬂ‘d o' “mh~.'

GOV. HUGHES IN BROOKLYN.

He Will Speak at the Dinner of the Young
Republiean Club en Saturday Night.
Gov. Hughes will be the guest of honor

at the annual dinner of the Brooklyn Young

Republican Club to be held next Saturday

night at the Union League Club. Influential

Republicans all over the borough are muoh

interested in the gathering and it s ex-

peoted that over three hundred of them will

a

Y blican Club has lo
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tion by (o
oo Bl sy
. Woodruff of the

the

Wennmnoron, May §.~The President and
Mrs. Roosevelt went out in the country
for & horssback ride this afterncon,
wore arcompanied by




